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General Overview of Ukraine’s 
Judicial System

The principles of ensuring justice 
are declared in the Constitution 
of Ukraine. The main principles 
are ensuring justice exclusively 
via the courts and the inadmis-

sibility of delegating functions of courts, as 
well as of appropriation of their functions by 
other bodies or officials; extension of juris-
diction of courts for any legal dispute and 
any criminal charge; the binding nature of 
judicial decisions on the whole territory of 
Ukraine.

Today, Ukraine still finds itself on the 
edge of judicial reform, the main purpose 
of which is increasing the efficiency of judi-
cial process, combatting corruption in court 
rooms and creating an actual independent 
judicial system.  

The Law of Ukraine On Judicial Sys-
tem and Status of Judges stipulates that in 
Ukraine justice is delivered exclusively by 
the courts. They specialize in civil, criminal, 
economic, administrative, and administra-
tive offenses. In cases determined by law, 
as well as by the decision of the assembly 
of judges of the relevant court, the speciali-
zation of courts may be introduced for con-
sideration of specific categories of cases. 

Ukraine has a three-level system of jus-
tice, i.e. local courts and the Supreme Court 
being the highest court of Ukraine’s judicial 
system and not only delivering justice, but 
also performing the important task of en-
suring uniform application of the rules of 
law via courts of various specializations. 

Local courts of first instance are the 
most numerous. Local general courts are 
district courts formed in one or several dis-
tricts or districts in cities, or in a city, or in a 
district (s), and city (cities). Local economic 
courts are district economic courts. Local 
administrative courts are district adminis-
trative courts and other courts defined by 

procedural law. Courts of first instance de-
cide on the merits of the case, for which 
cause they are endowed with the right to 
establish factual findings of the case by as-
sessment of evidence collected in the case 
at own inner conviction. Judgements of lo-
cal courts, as a rule, come into force after 
the termination of the term for the appeal 
of after review of the case by the court of 
appeal, if a judgment was not canceled of 
modified as a result of review. 

Consideration of a particular case by a 
court depends on the parties to a dispute 
and its nature and is governed, first and 
foremost, by the appropriate codes of pro-
cedure (Civil Code of Procedure of Ukraine 
(2004), Economic Code of Procedure of 
Ukraine (1991), Code of Administrative Jus-
tice of Ukraine (2005), Code of Ukraine on 
Administrative Offenses (1984), Criminal Code 
of Procedure of Ukraine (2012)).

Economic courts generally resolve dis-
putes arising from the conduct of econom-
ic activity, in particular, in the concluding, 
modifying, terminating and executing of 
transactions in economic activity, disputes 
arising from corporate relations, relations 
connected with protection of economic 
competition, of transaction on stakes, 
shares, shares in stock, other corporate 
rights in legal entity, disputes regarding se-
curities, rights of ownership or other prop-
erty rights, bankruptcy, disputes regarding 
appeal of acts (decisions) of a business en-
tities and their bodies, officials in the sphere 
of organization and implementation of eco-
nomic activities, cases on appeal against 
decisions of arbitration courts and other 
disputes between business entities. 

The jurisdiction of administrative courts 
extends to cases on public law disputes, 
particularly disputes of individuals or legal 
entities with subjects of authority regard-

ing the appeal of its decisions (legal acts or 
individual acts), acts or omissions, disputes 
between the subjects of authority regarding 
the exercise of their competence, disputes 
on the petition of the subject of authority in 
cases where the right to apply to a court for 
the resolution of a public dispute is granted 
to such a person by law, disputes regarding 
seizure of property or coercive alienation of 
property for public needs or on grounds of 
social necessity, etc. However, the jurisdic-
tion of administrative courts does not apply 
to cases that come under the jurisdiction of 
the Constitutional Court of Ukraine, which 
must be decided in the context of criminal 
procedure and cases of imposing adminis-
trative fees, except for cases provided by 
law.

Local general courts consider civil, 
criminal, administrative cases, case of ad-
ministrative offenses. Cases arising from 
civil, land, labor, family, residential and 
other legal relations are considered in civil 
proceedings, except for cases, which are 
considered in the procedure of other legal 
proceedings. The system of general courts 
is the most ramified, and they can be cre-
ated in districts, cities, districts in cities.

Courts of second instance are courts of 
appeal. Courts of appeal for the considera-
tion of civil and criminal cases and cases of 
administrative offenses, are courts of ap-
peal formed in appellate districts. Courts 
of appeal for consideration of economic  
cases, courts of appeal for the considera-
tion of administrative cases are, respective-
ly, economic courts of appeal and appellate 
administrative courts of appeal formed in 
the respective appellate districts. 

The functions of courts of appeal de-
pend on the specialization of the court 
and the category of the case. As a general 
rule, the court of appeal reconsider a case 
on the evidence it contains and additional 
evidence and verifies the legality and suf-
ficiency of the decision of the court of first 
instance within the framework of the argu-
ments and the requirements of the appeal. 
The decision of the court of appeal comes 
into force from the moment of its proclama-
tion.

The last and highest instance in the sys-
tem of courts is the Supreme Court, which 
started working on 15 December 2017, and 
is endowed with the right to review court 
decisions in the order of cassation pro-
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ceedings. The Supreme Court consists of 
the Grand Chamber of the Supreme Court, 
the Administrative Court of Cassation, the 
Economic Court of Cassation, the Criminal 
Court of Cassation, the Civil Court of Cas-
sation.

Each court of cassation has chambers 
on separate categories of cases with regard 
to the specialization of judges. The number 
and specialization of chambers are defined 
by the decision of the assembly of judges 
of the court of cassation in accordance with 
the procedure established by law. How-
ever, separate chambers must be created 
1) in the Administrative Court of Cassation 
for consideration of cases regarding taxes, 
fees and other mandatory payments; pro-
tection of social rights; the election process 
and the referendum, as well as the protec-
tion of political rights of citizens; 2) in the 
Economic Court of Cassation for considera-
tion of bankruptcy cases; protection of in-
tellectual property rights, as well as those 
related to antimonopoly and competition 
law; corporate disputes, corporate rights 
and securities.  

The Grand Chamber of the Supreme 
Court, in cases determined by law, review 
court decisions in a cassation order in order 
to ensure the uniform application of the rule 
of law by courts; operates as a court of ap-
pellate instance in cases considered by the 
Supreme Court as a court of first instance; 
analyzes judicial statistics and studies judi-
cial practice, generalizes court practice. 

The Law of Ukraine On Judicial System 
and Status of Judges also provides for the 
creation of the Higher Anti-Corruption Court 
and the High Court of Intellectual Property. 
These courts are specialist courts and will 
be established after the adoption of rele-
vant laws, which will regulate their activities.

Within the framework of judicial reform, 
Ukraine's procedural legislation underwent  
fundamental changes aimed at improving 
the judicial process, which directly affected 
the legal status and functioning of courts. 
So-called "e-justice" is now being intro-
duced in Ukraine. Procedural law provides 
for the submission of procedural docu-
ments and evidence in electronic form, 
summons and communications to the of-

ficial e-mail of participants in proceedings, 
etc. Such changes will work after the launch 
of the Single Judicial Information and Tel-
ecommunication System.

The adversarial principle is now not only 
declared, but also consistently embodied 
in the special rules of codes of procedure. It 
stipulates that the main activity in the court 
proceeding should come from the parties, 
and the court acts only as an arbitrator, 
guiding the course of the trial and assisting 
the participants in the trial in the exercise of 
their rights.

In Ukraine, the Constitutional Court of 
Ukraine acts as a body of constitutional 
jurisdiction, which ensures the supremacy 
of the Constitution of Ukraine, decides on 
compliance with the provisions of the Con-
stitution of Ukraine, laws, other acts, inter-
national treaties of Ukraine, declares issues 
proposed for adoption at an all-Ukrainian 
referendum via the will of the people, issues 
official interpretation of the Constitution of 
Ukraine and certain other functions. The 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine has a Grand 
chamber, two senates and six colleges.
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