Key legislation that Ukraine
expects from the new Rada

New parliament’s slow start renews skepticism

By Anastasia Forina
forina@kyivpost.com slow start to the new parliament has made indus-  of Ukraine, said on Dec.§.
try experts skeptical that laws on judicial reform, However, there are plenty of simpler legislative initia-
:nergy independence and decentralization will be  tives that can be adopted and will make a real difference
enacted quickly. without comprehensive budget changes, Sergiy Grebenyuk,
Despite a clear pro-Western constitutional majority in attorney and counsel with Egorov Puginsky Afanasiev &
the Verkhovna Rada, parliament scemed more concerned Partners Ukraine law firm, said.
about the scats on the specialist comniittees when it met For example, there is a much-needed law to regulate ap-

after the Oct. 26 elections. pointments to the High Council of Justice, a body that con-
',_ ' -wiiu‘r) Zelum ger of the Polish-Ukrainian work- trols the quality of judges’ work and the o hority.th:
r_" ilg-rml")"o'n selt'—g()vel’nn ,_ orm in Ukraine, says that is capable of dismissing them. The institut has been |
ﬂﬂwﬂmlll-“ digovernment co-atithered by Anatoliy paralyzed for eight months since its members were dis- 4
—3’I‘lchu k, a forr o the 'ime missed, leaving judges who made unlawful rulings during

pon-  the EuroMaidan Revolution unpunished, ac-
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of a new judicial system, which is key to improving th?““ H:'\
business climate, fighting corruption and ensuring hu- ~
man rights. Ukraine remains one of the most corrupt
countries in the world, even after the govern-
ment changed hands earlier this year.
“Despite ‘the facade change, Ukraine
continues treading water. The newly-ad-
opted laws have not yet given the tangi-
ble results in anti-corruption fighting,”
Transparency International said in a
Dec. 3 statement.
More transparency is also overdue
for Naftogaz, the state energy giant,
says Alexander Burtovoy, associat-
ed partner at Antika faw firm, who
advised on several energy efficien-
cy projects. 1ts deficit is expected
to reach Hr 110 billion ($6.8 bil-
lion) this year.
Moreover, at a time when
Ukraine is facing a severe short-
age of coal, having lost some 60
coal mines in the war-torn east
while remaining dependent on
Russian gas, legislation to monitor the
process of energy consumption has to be on
_the agenda of the new parliament, Burtovoy
said.
“Ukraine is a unique country,” he said.
“There is probably nobody who knows
how our energy balance is actually formed
¥and how the consumption of energy is
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